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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 3 7 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10/12/07 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 4/16/07 have been fiilly considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant submits the prior art does not disclose the following limitations of the 
claimed invention: 

wherein the camera comprises a menu option coupled with a user input unit 
provided in the camera, the menu option and the user input unit enabling a user to select 
and set up a start information signal through the display unit from the information signals 
stored in the rewritable memory of the camera without connecting the camera to an 
extemal computer for setting the start information signal, as claimed in claim 1 ; 

setting up a start information signal with a user input unit coupled with a menu 
option for setting the start information signal, said setting-up the start information signal 
being performed, through execution of a start information setting algorithm with a 
microcontroller of the camera and without ever connecting the camera to an extemal 
computer for selecting, configuring, customizing or setting the start information signal by 
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the external computer by selecting desirable start information of image data stored in the 
flash memory, as stated in claim 16; 

said selecting and setting up to be performed through the display unit without 
connecting the camera to an external computer for selecting, configuring, customizing or 
setting up the start information signal by the external computer, as stated in claim 20. 
The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Examiner's Reply: 

Re claim 1) Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses wherein the camera comprises a menu option 
(list of users displayed on the image display 22) coupled with a user input unit (user interface 24) 
provided in the camera, the menu option and the user input unit enabling a user to select and set 
up a start information signal through the display unit from the information signals stored in the 
rewritable memory of the camera (see column 14, lines 22-29: the user selects their name which 
corresponds to firmware settings including startup information that the processor 18 then uses to 
startup the desired GUI, which reads on a start information signal, at startup by selecting from 
the menu and the processor selects the appropriate features to display to the user on the GUI) 
without connecting the camera to an extemal computer for setting the start information signal 
(the startup information signals and firmware settings are saved in the Flash EPOM 28 and the 
camera is not connected to a computer to set the signals at startup). 

Re claims 16 and 20) Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses wherein the method comprises 
setting up a start information signal with a user input unit (user interface 24) coupled with a 
menu option (list of users displayed on the image display 22) for setting the start information 
signal, said setting-up the start information signal being performed by selecting desirable start 
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information of image data stored in the flash memory (see column 14, lines 22-29: the user 
selects their name which corresponds to firmware settings including startup information that the 
processor 18 then uses to startup the desired GUI, which reads on a start information signal, at 
startup by selecting from the menu and the processor selects the appropriate features to display to 
the user on the GUI) and said selecting and setting up to be performed through the display unit 
without connecting the camera to an external computer for selecting, configuring, customizing or 
setting up the start information signal by the external computer (see column 13, line 64 to 
column 14, lines 5: the startup information signals and firmware settings are saved in the Flash 
EPOM 28 and the camera is not connected to a computer to set the signals at startup). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Prabhu et 
al., US 7,019,778. 

In regard to claim 16, Prabhu et aL, US 7,019,778, discloses a method of 
operating a digital camera which displays an object image while generating a digital 
image signal from light received from the object, stores the digital image signal in a 
memory medium attachable to the camera, and is capable of reproducing, at startup of the 
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camera, a start information signal which can be set up by the user without utilizing an 
external computer for setting the start information signal, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

setting up a start information signal with a user input unit (user interface 
24) coupled with a menu option (list of users displayed on the image display 22) 
for setting the start information signal, said setting-up the start information signal 
being performed, through execution of a start information setting algorithm 
(firmware) with a microcontroller (processor 18) of the camera and without ever 
connecting the camera to an external computer for selecting, configuring, 
customizing or setting the start information signal by the external computer (see 
column 13, line 64 to column 14, line 5) by selecting desirable start information 
of image data stored in the flash memory (see column 14, lines 22-29: the user 
selects their name which corresponds to firmware settings including startup 
information that the CPU then uses to startup the desired GUI, which reads on a 
start information signal, at startup by selecting from the menu and the processor 
selects the appropriate features to display to the user on the GUI and the camera is 
not cormected to a computer to set the signals at startup); and 

storing data regarding the set-up of the start information signal in the flash 
memory (see column 5, lines 41-46 and column 14, lines 22-29: the startup 
information signals and firmware settings are saved in the Flash EPOM 28). 
In regard to claim 17, Prabhu et aL, US 7,019,778, discloses the method of claim 
16, wherein the setting up step, when the start information signal is a start-image, a list of 
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images stored in either the memory medium or the flash memory is presented for the 
selection by the user, and an image selected by the user is set up as the start-image (see 
column 7, line 66 to column 8, line 17). 

In regard to claim 18, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses the method of claim 
16, wherein the setting up step, when the start information signal is a start-sound, the user 
is allowed either to select from a list of sounds stored in the flash memory (see column 
12, lines 7-10). 

In regard to claim 19, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses the method of claim 
16, wherein the storing step, after an image data or a sound data is selected as the start 
information signal in the setting up step, the selected start information signal is stored in 
the flash memory (see column 5, lines 41-46). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 9-14 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 2003/0030732, and 
Hatanaka, US 6,438,320. 
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In regard to claim 1, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses an electronic camera 
capable of setting a start information signal of the electronic camera without utilizing an 
external computer, the camera comprising: 

a display unit (see figure la, element 22) for presenting information and a 

graphic representation of an object image taken by the camera (see column 4, 

lines 47-59); 

a rewritable memory (see figure 1 A, element 28) for storing information 
signals including a plurality of frames of image information (see column 5, lines 
21-56); and 

wherein the camera comprises a menu option (list of users displayed on 
the image display 22) coupled with a user input unit (user interface 24) provided 
in the camera, the menu option and the user input unit enabling a user to select 
and set up a start information signal through the display unit from the information 
signals stored in the rewritable memory of the camera (see column 14, lines 22- 
29: the user selects their name or start information signal at startup by selecting 
from the menu and the processor selects the appropriate features to display to the 
user on the GUI) without connecting the camera to an external computer for 
setting the start information signal (the startup information signals and firmware 
settings are saved in the Flash EPOM 28 and the camera is not connected to a 
computer to set the signals at startup) 

The Prabhu reference discloses displaying a customized GUI image at startup 
after a user is selected and playing sounds with the start of different camera operations; 
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however, the reference does not specifically disclose wherein the start information signal 
includes a start sound to be selected from information stored in the rewritable memory of 
the camera, the menu option and the user input unit further enabling the user to record a 
sound, the sound recorded being stored in the rewritable memory, and further enabling 
the user to select the sound recorded as the start sound of the camera. 

Asada, US 2003/0030732, discloses a camera that can display or inhibit a startup 
sound and image (see para 28) and the startup sound may be any wave data in the 
memory (see para 34). Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, teaches a camera having a recording 
unit 32 that records wave data and stores it in memory (see column 4, lines 15-22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of 
Asada, US 2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, to have a start image and a start 
sound to be selected from information stored in the rewritable memory of the camera, the 
menu option and the user input unit further enabling the user to record a sound with a 
recording unit, the sound recorded being stored in the rewritable memory, and fiirther 
enabling the user to select the sound recorded as the start sound of the camera, in order to 
allow the user to further customize the camera to his or here liking, making its use more 
enjoyable. 

In regard to claim 2, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim 1. The Prabhu 
reference discloses wherein the rewritable memory is a flash memory (see figure la, 
element 28 and column 4,lines 19-21). 
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In regard to claim 3, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim 1. The Prabhu 
reference discloses wherein the rewritable memory is capable of storing information 
signals including a soimd representation (see column 12, lines 7-10). 

In regard to claim 6, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim I. The Prabhu 
reference discloses further including an external memory medium (see figure la, element 
30) attachable to the camera and for storing information signals taken by the camera 
including a plurality of frames of image information (see column 4, lines 21-37). 

In regard to claim 7, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim 6. It is 
implied the external memory medium of the Prabhu reference is capable of storing 
information signals including a sound representation, since the limitation is a use of the 
memory and the structure of the memory is discloses and the information signals to 
provide custom firmware with sound is downloaded to the camera via the external 
memory (see column 5, lines 41-46). 

In regard to claim 9, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim 7. The Prabhu 
reference discloses wherein the selected start information signal is stored in the rewritable 
memory (see column 12, lines 7-10). 

In regard to claim 10, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim 9. The Asada 
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reference discloses wherein the camera allows selection of the start information signal 
indicative of at least one frame of image information (see para 26). 

In regard to claim 11, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim 9. The Asada 
reference discloses wherein the camera allows selection of the start information signal 
indicative of a sound representation (see para 26). 

In regard to claim 12, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim 9. The Asada 
reference discloses wherein the camera allows selection of the start information signal 
indicative of at least one frame of image information coupled with a sound representation 
(see para 26). 

In regard to claim 13, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim 6. The Prabhu 
reference discloses wherein the external memory medium is a memory card (see figure 
la, element 30). 

In regard to claim 14, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses the camera of claim 1. The Prabhu 
reference discloses further including user input means (see figure 1, element 24) for 
facilitating the selection of a start information signal (see column 4,lines 51-59). 

In regard to claim 20, Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, discloses an electronic camera 
capable a setting a start information signal of the electronic camera without utilizing an 
extemal computer, the camera comprising: 
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a display unit (see figure la, element 22) for presenting information and a 
graphic representation of an object image taken by the camera (see column 4, 
lines 47-59); 

a memory card interface (see figure 1 A, element 20) for interfacing with a 
memory card of a user and saving the object image taken by the camera (see 
colunm 4, lines 21-37); 

a flash memory (see figure 1 A, element 28) coupled with a digital signal 
processor and for storing operation information for the camera (see column 4, 
lines 21-37); 

a user input unit (see figure 1, element 24) for operating and setting up 
functions of the camera (see colunm 4, lines 51-59); and 

a menu option (list of users displayed on the image display 22) coupled 
with the user input unit of the camera, the menu option and the user input unit 
enabling a user to select and set up a start information signal to be reproduced 
when power is applied (see column 14, lines 22-29: the user selects their name or 
start information signal at startup by selecting from the menu and the processor 
selects the appropriate features to display to the user on the GUI), said selecting 
and setting up to be performed through the display unit without connecting the 
camera to an extemal computer for selecting, configuring, customizing or setting 
up the start information signal by the extemal computer (see column 13, line 64 to 
column 14, lines 5: the startup information signals and firmware settings are 
saved in the Flash EPOM 28 and the camera is not connected to a computer to set 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/6 1 8,767 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2622 

the signals at startup), the start information signal including a start image to be 
selected from information stored in the flash memory of the camera and in the 
memory card of the user (see column 14, lines 22-29: the user selects their name 
or start information signal at startup by selecting from the menu and the processor 
selects the desired GUI image to display from the Flash EPROM 28). 
The Prabhu reference discloses displaying a customized GUI image at startup 
after a user is selected and playing sounds with the start of different camera operations; 
however, the reference does not specifically disclose that the menu option and the user 
input unit further enabling the user to record a sound, the sound recorded being stored in 
the flash memory, and further enabling the user to select the sound recorded as the start 
sound of the camera. 

Asada, US 2003/0030732, discloses a camera that can display or inhibit a startup 
sound and image (see para 28) and the startup sound may be any wave data in the 
memory (see para 34). Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, teaches a camera having a recording 
unit 32 that records wave data and stores it in memory (see column 4, lines 15-22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Prabhu et al., US 7,019,778, in view of 
Asada, US 2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, to have a start image and a start 
sound to be selected from information stored in the rewritable memory of the camera, the 
menu option and the user input unit further enabling the user to record a sound with a 
recording unit, the sound recorded being stored in the rewritable memory, and further 
enabling the user to select the sound recorded as the start sound of the camera, in order to 
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allow the user to further customize the camera to his or here liking, making its use more 
enjoyable. 

In regard to claim 21, Prabhu et al, US 7,019,778, in view of Asada, US 
2003/0030732 and Hatanaka, US 6,438,320, discloses camera of claim 20. The Prabhu 
reference discloses further comprising a microcontroller (see figure 1 A, element 18 and 
column 14, lines 25-29), wherein said selecting and setting up the start information signal 
is performed via execution of a start information setting algorithm with the 
microcontroller of the camera (see column 14, lines 18-29) without utilizing the external 
computer (see column 13, lines 64 to column 14, line 5). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 571-272-7369. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on 571-272-7372. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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